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Message to Parents/ Guardians of 1st Years 

 

Dear Parent/ Guardian, 

I hope this message finds you and your family well. 

As we approach midterm break 1st year Yearhead Mr. Culloty and I want to take this opportunity to 

touch base with you on a few matters.  Firstly, we want to compliment your son on adjusting to 

secondary school life so well despite a difficult and unusual start, particularly with the many 

restrictions living with covid has brought to our daily lives.  Overall, the feedback from staff has been 

extremely positive about this cohort of 125 boys and the consensus is very much that they are a lovely 

bunch of boys.  We hope that the boys enjoyed our fun/ wellbeing morning last Friday, it was great to 

watch them having fun with their classmates outside the confines of the classroom. 

As you are aware, a message was put on the app on Thursday, 1st October 2020 explaining that VSWare 

(our online student tracking system) is now live and accessible to you as parents.  If you have not 

already accessed VSWare please refer to this earlier message and use the instructional videos posted 

there to assist you.  I have posted these instructions on the 1st Year student Microsoft office team also 

and asked your son to help you set-up your account.  PLEASE NOTE:  FIRST TIME USERS WILL NEED 

TO SIGN IN TO VSWARE ON A TABLET/ LAPTOP/ PC INITIALLY BEFORE USING THE APP ON A 

PHONE.  Progress reports for every first year will be live on VSWare from 

October 28th.  You can also track your son’s attendance and behaviour 

record using VSWare at any time. 

On a different note, we are aware that some students are finding it difficult to track how to present 

their homework.  To this end, I have requested teachers of 1st year to ask students to mark how 

homework is to be presented in their journals as follows:  ’C’ = present in copy, ’T’ = present in 

Teams, ’O’ = present in One Note.  Please regularly check your son’s homework journal and ensure 

that he is recording all his homework and using this simple system to keep track of how it should be 

presented.   

Finally, if your son is still unsure how to use Microsoft Teams/ One Note please ask him to view the 

clips posted on our 1st year Microsoft team over midterm break.  Please be advised that there are also 

instructional videos available on the school website. 

Finally, we wish your son a well-deserved rest over the midterm break. 

Best Wishes, 

 

Helen Hayes                                        John Culloty 

(Academic Monitor)                          (Yearhead) 
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